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UPCOMING CONCERT:UPCOMING CONCERT:
Dance Me to the Stars!Dance Me to the Stars!

Sunday, March 1, 2020 at 3 p.m.Sunday, March 1, 2020 at 3 p.m.

United Methodist Church
1515 Fredericks Street, San Luis Obispo

A concert to evoke the twinkle of the stars,
the glow of the moon, and the warmth of the sun. 

Canzona welcomes Ballet Theatre San Luis ObispoBallet Theatre San Luis Obispo
and its artistic director Theresa Slobodnik to share the stage

with brand new choreography to accompany
several selections of the ensemble’s performance.

MAGNIFICAT                      MAGNIFICAT                      
Christine Donkin, Composer

“Magnificat, brings heaven to earth. Mary has related the announcement 
by the angel Gabriel regarding her conception of a son who will be called 
Jesus, Son of the Highest (Luke 1:31-32), to her cousin Elizabeth, who is also
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miraculously with child. Elizabeth's reply prompts Mary's spontaneous praise
to God, joined by angelic voices/beings.”

– Theresa Slobodnik, Choreographer

When Canzona first spoke with Ballet Theatre’s Artistic Director Theresa
Slobodnik about collaborating for the spring concert, she suggested
choreographing Magnificat. It was a happy coincidence as Magnificat is one
of Canzona’s favorite pieces and was sung in the fall 2010 concert, and again
when Canzona attended the Tapestry International Festival of Women’s Choirs
in Vancouver, Canada in 2015.”

The song features a 10-part choir and a mezzo-soprano soloist. Theresa’s
daughter Hannah Slobodnik, a former member of Canzona, will be the featured
soloist.

The text, known as the Canticle of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is from the Gospel
of St. Luke, and is a personal expression of joy and thanksgiving.

The piece begins with the mezzo-soprano chant-like solo, which continues
throughout. Each of the 10 parts of the choir picks up and sustains notes of
the solo line as they pass, creating tone clusters that fade away as each singer
completes her breath and waits for her next entrance. At first we hear only
individual tones on vowels, but before long, the singers start to chant portions
of the text at their own pace, creating a cloud of sound. Toward the end of the
piece, they return to the individual vowels, and then close with a simple Amen
that imitates the chant line.

This combination of voices and dance is sure to be an exceptional experience.

Ballet Theater San Luis ObispoBallet Theater San Luis Obispo
The Company, founded in 2006 by Theresa SlobodnikTheresa Slobodnik
and Blair London, has been presenting theatrical ballets
at the Performing Arts Center in San Luis Obispo and
at their own BlackBox Theatre. The Ballet Theater School
offers ballet instruction for all ages, dancers and artists.
Ms. Slobodnik, a former professional dancer, has
choreographed many original ballets and mounted her
own version of other standards.

Christine Donkin,Christine Donkin, b. 1976, is an award-
winning Canadian composer whose music
appeals to a broad range of listeners and

performers. She is active as an adjudicator,
clinician, judge and guest speaker

at educational events across Canada.

CHILD WITH THE STARRY CRAYONCHILD WITH THE STARRY CRAYON
Eleanor Daley, Composer
Dinushi Munasinghe, Poet



From the 2003 Urban Voices project comes this
poem written by a 5th grade student. The music
comes from one of Canzona’s favorite composers.
And to add to our pleasure, the piece will be
interpreted by dancers from Ballet Theatre SLO,
choreographed by Theresa Slobodnik.

The song features a beautiful arpeggiated piano
accompaniment. The
music is dreamy and legato, set alternatively in

unison and 3-part harmony. Clearly, the poem lends itself to this performance
of dance and voices.

“Child with the Starry Crayon, both audibly and visually, will transport the
audience to the innocence and beauty of childhood. As the Sun gives way
to the Moon, the Child, in magical moments, lives his dream in the heavens.”
 

– Theresa Slobodnik, Choreographer

The sun slowly sets,
Goes down for the night.

All the little children are sleeping.
All except for one, the child with the starry crayon.

As the sun sets he slowly yawns, stretches, and gets out of bed.
He floats up to sit on the moon,

To draw on the fresh piece of black paper.
He doodles all night.

Some earth people watch him,
As he draws the constellations.

Eleanor DaleyEleanor Daley, b. 1955, is a Canadian composer of choral and
church music, a church choir director, choral clinician and
accompanist. She lives and works in Toronto, Ontario. Among
her best-known works are The Rose Trilogy and Requiem.
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